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Come one, come all to the great 

Clayton 

 

HISTORY DAY:  

WEõRE FULL OF IT! 
 

 

May 30th, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., the Clayton Museum will 

be hosting the annual History Day event in the public park-

ing lot, 6101 Main Street.  Please join us in celebration of 

the rich history of our region.  Representatives from muse-

ums, history centers, and East Bay Regional Parks will pre-

sent information, demonstrations, and hand-on activities.  

The Clayton Museum will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. and the Farmersô Market from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

for your enjoyment.  Call 672-0240 for more  

information. 
 

 Mark your calendars for  

Saturday, May 30 th ! 
Fun for all ages!  See you there! 

 

 

Saturday, May 16 and 

Sunday, May 17 
     

  Look for the sign-up sheet in this newsletter  

or inside  the museum or on the flagpole  

in front of the museum. 
  

2009 

GARDENS TOUR 

History 
Day 

Weõre full 
of it! 

 

 Welcome                   Members 

 
 

Regular Memberships 

Andrea Jacobson, Clayton 

Wendy Moore, Concord 

Linda Pinder, Clayton 

Linda Cruz, Clayton 

Shirley Boyd, Clayton 

Jeanne Groschwitz, Clayton 

Priscilla Manlove, Clayton 

 

 

Business Membership 

Jerome Pope, DDS, Concord 

 

 

Lifetime Membership 

Christina Mason DDS, Clayton  
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Curatorsė Corner 
 

 

 

The first quarter of 2009 has been filled with lots of museum activities.  After taking down the Christmas 

decorations with help from Barbara Allen, Sally Turner, Mary Wacker, Peter Spryer and Kirsten Spryer, we 

readied the museum for the 32nd Annual Camellia Tea in February.  Sally Turner, Barbara Allen, Mary 

Wacker, Dick Ellis and Jeff Crady joined Renée and me for set up.  The tea was lovely, set against the back-

drop of a special exhibit, Kathleen Calhanôs ñHandmade Hankiesò.  Barbara Allen and Charmetta Mann 

used their wonderful calligraphy skills on our nametags and the camellias looked stunning against the silver 

serving pieces set throughout the museum.  Dick Ellis-President and Ted Meriam-Second Vice-President of 

the Society had the honor of pouring tea this year.  The Camellia Tea honors the many pioneering family 

descendants and gives us an opportunity to visit with them and members of the Clayton community.  

Thanks to the many volunteers who brought homemade cookies and all who helped with cleanup.   

 

We have already had quite a few field trips and tours.  In February, Norman Hansen from the Diablo Res-

pite Center in Walnut Creek brought in two groups of adult visitors who enjoyed their tour and then lunched 

at Mudville Grille.  We also had visits from all six third grade classes from Highlands Elementary School.  

Of course, I canôt run field trips for 180 kids by myself, so thanks to Louise Wall, Adela Oldford, Karen 

Shackleton, Tery McCade and Barbara Fogerson for making this well received program possible. 

 

Ellen Magnie helped me take down the handkerchief exhibit in March.  I hear that her mother, Kathleen 

Calhan (wife of Joel Claytonôs great-grandson, Charles), has a few more interesting items and collectibles 

lying around the house.  Donôt be surprised if you see another exhibit featuring her collections sometime in 

the future. 

 

Thanks to Jan Trolan for helping me mount the latest Special Exhibit ñHappy Birthday, Claytonò celebrat-

ing the 45th birthday of our cityôs incorporation.  The following contributors made the display more interest-

ing:  Elaine and Chuck Evans, Jan Trolan, Janet Easton, Charmetta Mann, the Spryer family and of course 

the CHS Archives. 

 

Renée Wing, Ted Meriam and I are excited to be mentors for three Girl Scouts who are earning their Gold 

Star Award.  The Girl Scoutsô Gold Star Award is comparable to the Boy Scoutsô Eagle Scout Award with 

which you may be more familiar.  We are presently working with the Girls Scouts on an ñOral History Pro-

jectò for the museum.  This type of undertaking should be an important aspect of any museum; the idea had 

been set on the back burner due to the lack of time and access to the technology needed for the project.  

Mary Raymond, Claire Minorsky and Sarah Agronow will be volunteering 50 hours each to accomplish 

their individual goals of receiving their Gold Star Awards.  The project will be completed before these 

young women head off to college in the fall. 

 

Things at the museum wonôt be slowing down any time soon.  The Mt. Diablo Elementary third grades will 

be touring in April and May.  During CBCAôs Art and Wine Festival we will be open extra hours, 1:00-4:00 

p.m. both days.  The Gardens Tour Committee has already been hard at work making the 17th Annual Gar-

denôs Tour the best ever so donôt forget to order your tickets for the Tour May 16th and 17th.  

 

Hope to see you at the museum. 

 

Mary Spryer 
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...more from your curators 
 
 

 

Spring has arrived in all its glory.  Now is the time to enjoy wildflower safaris into our beautiful hills and 

valleys and to bag a few dozen spectacular photos for your trophy wall at home. When afternoon treks take 

you into town, be sure to drop by the museum to see whatôs new.  Every season brings a fresh and fascinat-

ing display to our main exhibit room.  This spring we celebrate the City of Claytonôs 45th birthday.  Gaze in 

awe at artifacts from the second half of the 20th centuryðfrom items you forgot ever existed, such as fully 

removable pop-tops and yellow toilet paper, to mementoes of life in our town over the decades. 

 

New acquisitions have been keeping me busy in the curatorsô office: 

   

¶ From Donna Heberle Larson the museum has received a menôs black vest in excellent condition.  This 

vest, which dates back to the early 1900s, belonged to her neighborôs grandfather, who died in World 

War I.   

 

¶ From Volney Peters comes a quaint collection of kitchen items in memory of his wife, Margaret, who 

passed away in the fall of 2008.   

 

¶ Mike and Gail Baker have donated a set of leg irons discovered by Mikeôs brother, Paul, about thirty 

years ago in Mitchell Creek, near the former location of the jail. 

 

Thank you all for your kind contributions.   

 

In other news, The Clayton Museum has the honor of hosting this yearôs ñHistory Day:  Weôre Full Of It!ò 

on May 30th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  This celebration of local history brings together representatives 

from history museums, history centers, and the East Bay Regional Parks. Booths presenting information, 

demonstrations, and hands-on activities, will be set up in the city parking lot between the museum and the 

church offices.  In addition, the museum will be open during ñHistory Dayò hours and the Farmersô Market 

will be open from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.  Join us for a fun day in beautiful downtown Clayton! 

 

Renee Wing 
Assistant Curator 

 

x Memorials y 
 

 

Diana Kierce 

From Lee and Marilyn Sowersby 
 

Eddie Gomez 
From Lorraine McLean 

 

 Memorial donations are recorded in a book on  

permanent display in the museum. 

 

Endeavor Hall prior to renovation in 1997 
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From the president                   

                ğDick Ellis 

 

Have you paid your dues yet?  Thank you to the more than 60 members who renewed so far this year; we 

encourage the 80+ with outstanding dues remaining to follow suit.  Sheila Driscoll has done a fine job of 

handling the influx of memberships.  In addition, we have over 125 Life Members and we appreciate all 

that our members do monetarily and volunteer-wise to sustain and support the Society and Museum. 
 

Have you looked at our website, claytonhistory.org ?  It contains a wealth of historical information, includ-

ing a calendar of the yearôs events and exhibits. It is our attempt to reach out to the Clayton community and 

the members of Claytonôs pioneering families worldwide.  Thanks to our webmaster, Ted Meriamôs, dedi-

cation and diligence the website is ever changing, up to date, interactive, informative, and just plain fun to 

view. 
 

The executive board of directors now has a temporary position of ñCorporate Secretaryò to which I have 

appointed Janet Easton.  The new position is described herein by Sue Kelson; a vote will be taken at our 

June membership meeting (to make it official), the ñPicnic on the Mountain,ò at the Trail Ride grounds. 
 

This issue of the newsletter has been completed by Sharon Barrington.  Sharon has worked on several 

computer related projects for us in the past and we welcome her willingness to assume this responsibility. 
 

The annual Gardens Tour is our major fundraiser for the Society.  This year it takes place on May 16th and 

17th.  Along with the dedicated garden coordinators and tour support staff there are 80+ docents who vol-

unteer on Gardens Tour weekend.  See the insert in this issue; there are additional reservation forms on the 

flagpole in front of the museum and reservations may be made at R&M Pool, Gardens and Patio.  Encour-

age a friend or neighbor to participate in the tour. 
 

Through the efforts of our Curator, Mary Spryer, we now have many new docents and greeters at the mu-

seum.  Many are students from Diablo View Middle School and Clayton Valley High School.  Addition-

ally, Mary and I are assisting several Clayton Valley students with their required senior projects working 

with community organizations. 
 

The 15 members of the Societyôs Board of Directors deserve recognition for their time spent as such, but 

also for their representation of the Clayton Historical Society at other local organizations.  Many are mem-

bers of the Clayton Business and Community Association (CBCA), Clayton Valley Womanôs Club, Contra 

Costa County Historical Society, American Association of University Women, Bay Area Historical House 

Museums (BAHHM), Live Oak Cemetery Association and the Clayton Community Library Foundation.  

They perform good deeds for these organizations while spreading the news of the Clayton Historical Soci-

ety.  We are fortunate to have them on our board along with the benefit of their many contacts. 

 

 
 

 

    ðUpcoming Special Exhibitð 

  

  

 

 
Special Summer Evening Hours 

Wednesdaysð6-8 pm 

June 3ðSeptember 6, 2009  

Claytonõs Classic Cars 
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Calendar of Events 2009 
 

May 2 & 3 Saturday/Sunday Art & Wine Festival 1:00-4:00 p.m. Museum open 

May 4 Monday Old Timers 11:30 a.m. Museum 

May 16-17 Saturday/Sunday Gardens Tour 10:00ñ4:00 p.m.  

June 1 Monday Old Timers 11:30 a.m. Museum 

June 3, 10, 17, 24 Wednesday Classic Cars 6:00-8:00 p.m. Museum Open 

June 20 Saturday Picnic on the Mountain 2:00ñ5:00 p.m. Trail Ride Assoc. 

Greeter/Docent News 
 

We are in the process of researching the possibility  

of extending our open hours and/or adding open 

days at the museum.  In order to do this, we will 

need more volunteers.  You can share the duty of  

greeter/ docent with a friend, child, grandchild or 

spouse.  Currently, greeters commit to just one 

two-hour shift per month.  If we extend our open 

hours, the commitment will increase to one three-

hour shift per month.  The only requirements are 

that you like people and are dependable. 

 

If youôre interested or would like to know more 

about docent duties, call the Museum or fill out the 

ñVolunteer Applicationò found in the museum and 

on our website:  www.claytonhistory.org. 

 

         

 

 

A special thanks to Tery McCade, one of our field 

trip workers who faithfully served on the third 

grade field team for years.  Over the years, Tery 

has taken thousands of kids around the town, 

showing them the hot spots of olden-time Clayton.  

If you were to read the kidsô thank you notes, you 

would know that Teryôs town tour was the high-

light of their field trip. 

 

Tery recently moved to Berkeley and will no 

longer be able to work the tours; however, Iôm 

sure heôll stay in touch, as he has family in the 

area. 

   ñCurrent Special Exhibit ñ 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

45 years young 

152 years old 
 

Founded 1857 

Incorporated 1964  

  

Exhibit Open  

March 18, 2009ñMay 31, 2009 

 

CLAYTON  

FARMERS MARKET 
 

May 9 - October 31 

Saturdays 8:00 a.m.ñNoon 

Downtown Clayton on Diablo Street 
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Clayton Historical Society 

P.O. Box 94 

6101 Main Street 

Clayton, CA 94517 

 

Clayton Historical Society, Organized in 1974 

Clayton Historical Society Museum, Open to the Public Since 1979 

6101 Main Street, Clayton 


