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Welcome New Members 
  

 

Steven and DeElda Israel  

 
of Black Diamond, WA 

  

  

 
 

 
 

Annual Spring Membership Meeting 

   

Venue:  Diamond Terrace Senior Center  
     6401 Center St. (Next to CVS/Longs) 

Details:  Thursday, May 20th  
      7:00 p.m.- 8:30 p.m. 
   Dick Ellis will present a slide show of places and 
people from Clayton's past.  Printed materials will 
be provided and there will be a question/answer 
component. 
   All Clayton Historical Society members are 
invited as is the public.  Feel free to invite friends 
and neighbors. 
   Refreshments will be served so please advise us 
of affirmative replies by telephone to Dick Ellis at 
672-4753 or through our website:  www.  
claytonhistory.org     (This is not a potluck.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18th Annual  

Clayton Gardens Tour  

Friday and Saturday , 

May 7th and 8th, 2010  

More information is on the yellow 

flyer enclosed, in the museum, in 

the box on the flag pole outside 

the muse u m and  on our website:  

 

www.claytonhistory.org  

 

Gardens Tour Raffle  

On both Friday and Saturday of 

the gardens tour unique  items 

will be on display at the museum 

for purchase of raffle tickets when 

you pick up your tour tickets.  You 

only need buy a raffle ticket for a  

raffle gift in which you are  inter -  

ested .  Be sure to take a look!  

Clayton Valley Garden Club 

Plant Sale 

 

Saturday, May 15th the Clayton Valley Garden 

Club will hold its annual plant sale in the 

parking lot of Endeavor Hall at the corner of 

Center, Diablo and High Streets  The sale will 

feature annuals, perennials, trees, vegetables, 

color bowls and unique garden items, all 

reasonably priced. 
 

Additional information is available at: 
 

www.ClaytonValley Garden Club.org 
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Current Special Exhibit 
Now through June 2, 2010 

 

Sher Elegance Eggs 
 

 
 

From the collection of  
Sher Laurence 

Clayton Historical Museum Fundraiser 
     

      Sher Laurence has generously donated four sets of 

beautiful prints to be used as a Society fundraiser.  

Buy a chance to win a set of her Photoshop enhanced, 

signed prints on canvas; Sher Elegance versions of 

some of the Fabergé Imperial Eggs. 
 

          

$5 for each card.  
No limit to number of cards entered  

 

     Docents will have the cards on which to write your 

name and phone number.  The drawing will be held 

on the last Sunday of the Exhibit, May 30
th

. 
 

1
st
 name drawn, Set of 4-8x10 prints in dark frames 

2
nd

 name drawn, Set of 4-8x10 prints in light frames 

3
rd

 name drawn, Set of 4-8x10 mat board framed 

prints 

4
th

 name drawn, Set of 4-5x7 mat board framed 

prints 
 

     Winners will have their choice of which four of 

the Imperial Sher Elegance egg prints they wish to 

have in the frames or mats.  If there is a change of 

prints other that what is on display, they can be 

picked up at the museum, Sunday, June 6
th

, or make 

other arrangements with Sher. 

 

15th Annual Art and Wine Festival 
Saturday and Sunday, May 1 and May 2 

 

Clayton Museum's Extended Hours 
1:00 p.m. -- 4:00 p.m. Both Days of the Festival  

 

 

 

Old Timers' Gathering 
 The first Monday of each month the museum is 

filled with old timers catching up on news of 

yesterday, today and yester-year.  Old Timers meet at 

11:30 for brown bag lunch.  No reservations are 

necessary, no fees are charged for attendance, no 

dues are collected. 

 Coffee and tea are provided.   Some-times two 

people show up and some- times 20 do.  You don't 

have to be an old geezer to attend Old Timers' but 

you may become one by the time you leave. 

 

120 Y ears Ago  
The first juke box made its debut 

in San Francisco at the Palais 

Royale Saloon.  
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April 2010   

             President's Message 
 

 

Dear Members and Friends,  

  
Over the past three months since I've last written, we've been busy at the  
Clayton Historical Society.  The Society hosted its 33rd Annual Camellia  
Tea on a beautiful Valentine's Day Sunday, honoring a packed house of  
pioneering families.  The Museum is transitioning from the successful  
"Dressing Up for Going Out" exhibit -- which featured hats, gloves and  
accessories from the 1930sand '40s -- to the new exhibit entitled "Sher  
Elegance Eggs" offering hand decorated eggs by Clayton resident Sher Laurence.  To learn 
more about these events and exhibits, please continue reading the Curator's column in this 
newsletter or visit our virtual museum at www.claytonhistory.org.  

  
I was thankful to be able to participate in the Museum's Garden cleanup, which was initiated 
by Docent Dan Richardson and supported by volunteers from both the Clayton Historical 
Society and Clayton Valley Garden Club.  In two work parties, the team was able to 
transform the garden into a tranquil space, just in time for spring and the Clayton Gardens 
Tour.  It's projects like this one, which are driven by the passion of our volunteers, that 
hallmark the character of our organization.   

  
The 18th Annual Clayton Gardens Tour, a major fundraiser for the Clayton Historical Society, 
will feature a self-guided visit to five stunning gardens in the Clayton Valley area this 
Mother's Day Weekend.  All of the details for this year's event, including a sneak peak of the 
gardens, can be obtained on the Society's website.  The event is May 7-8th, rain or shine.  
We hope to see you there! 

  
The Board of Directors has been working hard behind the scenes supporting our three 
strategic initiatives this year: 1) growing membership 2) building fundraising opportunities 
3) driving operational maturity.  At a high level, we have approved our FY10 Budget, created 
an expense reimbursement workflow, updated our membership categories, and planned a 
few new events for the year.  As a member of Generation Y, I am pushing our organization 
into the modern era of technology, so you will see more and more interaction with the 
Society and Museum electronically in the days to come.  One way we are doing this is by 
requesting an email address from our members.  But of course we will continue to honor our 
historical past along the way. 

  

     (925) 690-8600 

  Ted Meriam, President      www.tedmeriam.com 
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Docent News from Mary Spryer 
 In this issue of the Chronicles, Iôd like to thank and tell you about one of our docents, Adela Oldford.  

Adela loves history and teaching, and although retired from full-time teaching, substitutes for local 

elementary schools in her spare time.  Along with being the docent for the third Wednesday of each month, 

Adela is a member of our dedicated third-grade field trip crew.  In addition to coming to the museum from 

around 9 a.m. until noon each of eight field trip days, Adela has endeavored to make our field trips a better 

learning experience for the third graders.  She is in charge of the ñhands-onò portion of our field trip and is, I 

must say, that ñMrs. O.ò is a favorite of the kids. 

 Adela also enjoys hiking the beautiful local trails of Clayton and is a member, and often leader, in a local 

adult walking group.  In late January and early February, Adela arranged to take three of her walking groups 

through the museum before they headed out to tour Claytonôs downtown and surrounding hiking trails.  This 

gave people who would have otherwise never visited our museum the opportunity to learn about local 

history.  

 Thank you, Adela, for your dedication and for ñthinking outside the boxò in an effort to promote our 

museum and society. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Calling All 

 
Classic Car Buffs! 

 This yearôs summer 

Classic Car Show will be an 

open show.  We are asking 

anyone willing to loan car 

memorabilia to call 672-

0240 and leave a message 

for Renee by May 1
st
.  Show 

off your treasures in our 

main exhibit room from 

June through August and be 

part of a summer tradition.  

Become instantly famous, 

too! 

 

 

5G@MJ :NTtWhat an impressive change people can make 

when they work together.  Thanks are due Dan Richardson who 

looked at the museum garden and thought it needed weeding.  He 

let the Clayton Valley Garden Club know he could use some help 

and Dennis Kaump, Tami Pierce, Barbara Hill, Sue Fletcher, 

Linda Cruz and Dick Ellis showed up with garden gloves on.  

They got a good workout and in two days cleaned up the entire 

garden.  The soil was just right for weed pulling, we all know 

how good that feels.  The garden looks great, just in time for the 

upcoming Clayton Gardens Tour in May. 

 

Coming Next Issue of the Clayton Chronicles: 
"Member Profiles"...Featuring the life and memories 
of Society member Jenny Waddell Baldwin . 
                       

"Why?," you ask. Everyone knows Jenny.  We think not.   
 
When Bill  Hardy , who has know Jenny many years was asked what 
comes to mind when I asked him Jenny Baldwin, here's what he 
said:. 
 

"Her husband, Skip, he was a fireman, one of the nicest guys you'd 
ever want to meet.  I met Jenny through Wimp and Leora and Mary 
Delamater.  I rented my house out for several months and then I 
couldn't get the tenants out for several more months.  We (Melba 
and I) stayed with them, Wimp, Sr. and Leora .  We played a lot of 
cards, Pinochle and such.  Wimp went to work at 8:00 P.M. and 
returned home at 8:00 A.M. and we'd still be playing cards.  Don't 
know who was the best player.  Things evened out pretty much.  
Nobody got rich.  We were really great friends with Wimp and Mary 
(Delamater).  I still am." 
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Clayton Historical Society and Museum 

(plus other local stuff of interest) Calendar 
   Date               Event        Location         Time 
 

April 16, 17, 18 ~ Library Foundation Book Sale ~ Library    ~    Various 

April 22   ~  CHS General Board Meeting   Museum    ~    9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

April 24   ~  Clayton Cleans Up   ~   City Hall   ~    9:00 a.m. - noon 

April 24   ~  Murder Mystery    ~   Library    ~    7:30 p.m. 

May 1 and 2  ~ Art & Wine Festival       ~    Museum Open   ~  1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May 3  ~   Old Timers     ~    Museum    ~    11:30 a.m. 

May 7 & 8  ~  Gardens Tour - Rain or Shine  ~ Museum     ~   9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

May 8  ~   Farmers Market  Begins ~   Main/Diablo St.  ~   8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

May 8  ~   Summer Concerts Begin ~      The Grove   ~    6:00 p.m. 

May 13  ~   CHS Executive Board Meeting   ~ Oak St.   ~     3:00 p.m. 

May 15  ~   Museum Day   ~     Antioch Historical Society ~ 10:00 am -4:00 p.m. 

May 20  ~   Annual Spring Meeting  ~   Diamond Terrace     7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

June 7  ~   Old Timers    ~     Museum    ~    11:30 a.m. 

June 9 - Labor Day~ Clayton's Classic Cars (Wed.) ~ Museum Open   ~   6 p.m.-8 p.m. 

June 10   ~  CHS Executive Board Meeting ~ Oak St.    ~    3:00 p..m. 

June 17   ~  CHS General Board Meeting  ~ Museum    ~    3:30 p.m. - 5:00 pm 

 

 

 

Museum Day 2010 
 

An exciting event, Museum Day, is 
coming on May 15th.  Last year this 
annual gathering of Contra Costa 
County Museums was held at our very 
own Clayton Museum.  This year's 
Museum Day host will be: 
 
The Antioch Historical Society Museum 

1500 West Fourth Street, Antioch 
94509 

May 15th   ~   10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

In addition to the exhibits, activities, 
and informational presentations from 
the CCC museums and societies, there 
will be a Farmers' Market, a Crafts 
Fair, and a Classic Car Show.  To top it 
all off, Museum Day will be celebrating 
the 100th birthday of the Riverview 
Union High School, home of the 
Antioch Historical Society and 
Museum. 

 

ñThe Clayton Community Library Murder 

Mysteryñ 

Celebrating  the 15th Birthday of the  

Clayton Community Library 

 

 

 

Saturday  
April 24 , 

2010  

7:30 P.M .  
 

$15 Donation ðPurchase at the Library 

 

Enjoy the Play, Beverages and Elegant Desserts. 

Mingle with the Innocent and Guilty and Identify 

the Perpetrator. 
 

240 Years Ago 
The Boston Massacre took place as British soldiers taunted 

by a crowd of colonists opened fire, killing five people. 
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 Memorials
 

For: Mary Lou Ellis 
 

From: 
 

Mary Wacker 

Sally Turner 

Sue Kelson 

Peggy and Don Arundell 

Barbara Allen 

JoAnnCaspar 

Lil and Bernie Fichtenkort 

Charmetta Mann 

Janet Easton 

Richard Ellis 

Diane Ellis 

Catherine Haggerty and Family 

Stephanie Ellis 

Carolyn Kintzley and Family 

Korina and Kameron Whipkey 

Harvey and Louise Wall 

 

For:  David Oliver 
 

From: 

 

Chuck and Elaine Evans 

 
  

 



 

 

MEMORIAL FUNDS 
 

A gift of any amount to our Memorial Fund is a lasting way to honor someone special. Their 

names will be placed in the "Book of Memoryò that is permanently displayed at the museum. 

I would like to make this contribution of $_______  In Honor of      In Memory of   (circle one) 

Name of person(s) to be honored or memorialized: 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Please Send Acknowledgement to:_______________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _____________________________         City, State, Zip: ____________________________ 

 

Donor(s)  _____________________________         Address:  _________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________________          

 

 

 Memorials
(continued) 

 

For:  Lois Bigelow 

 

From: 

 

Ruth E. Stowell 

Charmetta Mann 

Janet Easton 

 

For:  Dora and James 

Hunnicutt and James 

Hunnicutt  

 

From: 

Jeanette Mertes 

 

For:  Harold Barnes 

 

From: 

 

Charmetta Mann 

Janet Easton 

  

150 Years Ago 
In 1860 the Pony Express began 
carrying mail between St. Joseph, 
Missouri and Sacramento, Calif. 
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 The last time I wrote an article for the Chronicles, we were just about to take down the Christmas 

decorations at the museum.  Thanks to the help of JoAnn Caspar, Kay Lane, Barbara Allen, Sally Turner 

and Peter and Kirsten Spryer, we were able to prepare the space for the next special exhibit:  "Dressing 

Up For Going Out".  Sue Fletcher mounted the ñDressing Upéò exhibit, assisted by Marie Schell.  It 

was a delightful exhibit made up of hats, gloves and accessories from the 1930s and 40s.  One of my favorite 

parts of this exhibit was a basket of hats and gloves that Sue provided for children to play dress up.  The kids 

just loved matching up the gloves with the hats and striking a pose in the mirror.  I hope you were able to 

visit the museum to see the more than thirty hats and matching accessories.  If not, be sure to visit the 

societyôs website www.claytonhistory.org, where you can see virtual exhibits of our past special displays 

during the last two years. 

 We werenôt sure about how many guests to expect for our 33
rd

 Annual Camellia Tea.  This year it fell on 

Valentineôs Day which was also Presidentsô Day weekend.   We couldnôt have asked for a more beautiful 

dayðand as it turned out, the museum was filled to capacity.  Iôd like to thank all of the volunteers who 

decorated, set up served and cleaned up:  Sally Turner, Barbara Allen, Barbara Fogerson, Mary 

Wacker, Renee Wing, John Rubiales, Charmetta Mann, Peggy Arundell, Sue Kelson, Ted Meriam, 

JoAnn Caspar, Don Arundell, and Marj Ditzel.  We canôt have our tea without cookies, so thank you to 

those who helped provide those delicious treats. 

 Getting ready for company is no different at the museum than at your home.  Don and Peggy Arundell 

had been busy weeks before the tea, and as always, spruced up the grounds around the museum.  Additional 

thanks are due Sue Fletcher for beautifying the porch and grounds of the museum along with husband 

Michael.  JoAnn Caspar, who always goes above and beyond the call of duty, made sure the museum was 

cleaned and dustedéand windows washed inside and out.  Barbara Allen always turns our museum into 

such a lovely backdrop for a tea.  Her hand crafted decorations, name tags and her beautiful silver pieces 

certainly added to the day.  Each year, we appreciate the beautiful silver candelabra on the serving table 

which was loaned by Ming and Lorene Hanson.  It belonged to Mingôs mother, Vivian Hanson and is 

treasured by their family.  Our tea was made even more special this year with the use of a silver service  

donated by Leland Schwendel's family to the Clayton Museum.  The service was formerly owned by his 

mother, Annie Frank Schwendel.  Both the Franks and Schwendels are Clayton Pioneering Families. 

 Along with our current society president and past president, members of the Clayton Community 

Library Foundation Board poured in honor of the Libraryôs 15
th

 Birthday in 2010.  This yearôs pourers 

were: Karen Hansen-Smith, Librarian, Joyce Atkinson-President CCLF, Marnie Malcolm-Board Member 

CCLF, Dick Ellis-Past President CHS and Ted Meriam-President CHS.  I was honored to pour at this yearôs 

tea, representing the library as a Board Member at large of the CCLF 

 Each year, the Camellia Tea honors Pioneering Family Descendants.  We were honored to host this yearôs 

tea for  these pioneering family members:  Charmetta Mann, Joel Harris & Lynn Harris, Charles and 

Kathleen Calhan, Ellen Calhan Magnie, Diana Hoffman, Charlie Hoffman, David Calhan, W. C. and 

Mary Delamater, Martin Easton, Iola OôGrady, Marie Frank Larson, Karen Larson Sutherlin, 

Marleen McLea Rieger and Paul and Boots Larson 

 If itôs February, Highlands Elementary Third Graders must be coming for a visit.  This year, due to an 

increase in class size of up to 30 children per classroom Louise Wall, Adela Oldford and I worked out a 

way to enhance our third grade field trip and at the same time, divide the class up in a manageable way.  The 

children really enjoyed the new ñstationò where they made a button toy and played an old time button game.  

Thanks to Dick Ellis and Dan Richardson for taking the kids on the tour of the downtown; and to Louise 

Wall, Adela Oldford, Lynn Hadley, Lil Fichtenkort and Barbara Fogerson for helping out on one of the 

kidsô favorite field trips of the year.  

 

Communications from your Curators 

Mary Spryer, Curator 
Renee Wing, Assistant Curator 
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 In March we had two scout tours.  Both the Girl Scout and the Cub Scouts were learning about local 

history.  The Girl Scouts enjoyed dressing up with the hats and gloves available during the ñDressing Up 

For Going Outò exhibit.  Cub Scout Troop 492 were great third grade boys, and will be visiting again with 

their class from Mt. Diablo Elementary School later this spring. 

 The last weekend in March brought the newest special exhibit to the museumôs dining room. Clayton 

resident,  Sher Laurence, has done a wonderful job of displaying her hand decorated eggs which are 

actually works of art.  She has designed many of her own, but also has versions of eight Imperial Fabergé 

Eggs on display.  In addition to mounting this exhibit, Sher has also generously donated prints of her eggs to 

be raffled off as a fundraiser for the Clayton Historical Society.  Sher was assisted in setting up this display 

by her friend Sharon Madison and Sher's mother, Varine Horton.  This is the first time her eggs have been 

on display to the public so hurry in before June 2
nd

 to see this interesting and beautiful exhibit.  The museum 

will be open on Easter, Sunday thanks to Renee Wing and Peggy Arundell. 

 Remember that the museum has extended hours during the Art and Wine Festival.  Both Saturday and 

Sunday from 1pm until 4pm.  If youôd like to help out by volunteering as a docent on one of those days, 

please call the museum and leave a message for me (Mary) at 672-0240 (no prior experience required).  

 Donôt forget to order your tickets for the Gardens Tour.  This is the main fundraiser for the Society, and a 

great way to donate money to our cause while having a beautiful Motherôs Day weekend event to enjoy.  

You can easily print out an order form from our website: www.claytonhistory.org 

 

As you can see, we are quite busy at the museum with a lot going on.  Donôt miss out on any of it! 

 

Mary Spryer,  Curator 

 

 

 Recent Acquisitions: 
We want to thank the following people for their donations to our museum collections: 

 Dick Ellis, for his donation of Mary Louôs, kitchen collectibles, including a set of wooden ñbutter 

handsò, enamelware pitchers, basin, and chamber pot, butter churner, and antique bathroom towel rack, 

among other things. 

 Bruce Feld, a longtime resident of Clayton, for his donation of a metal dairy scale. 

 The late Leland Schwendel's family for his donation of the lovely silver tea  service formerly owned by 

Lee's mother, Annie Frank Schwendel, a pioneering family descendant.  The service was recently used in 

February for the museumôs Camellia Tea. 

 

Thank you all for your generous and thoughtful donations.  You are what make the Clayton Museum great! 

 

Renee Wing, Assistant Curator 

 

 

 

Communications from your Curators, 
continued... 
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A Plea from The Membership Department:   

The January 2010 issue of the Clayton Chronicles raised the issue of our "cheaper than average"  

Historical Society membership dues.  Determining our membership rates is really a scientific process.  

We poll similar societies and take note of the ones who bother to answer the phone in the first place or 

call us back.  Then we inquire through websites on others' links on the "How to Join" (or their 

interpretations thereof) sections.  A silk scarf of unknown origin is placed on the table of known 

origin.  Atop the scarf is placed a crystal ball, slightly larger than a pool cue ball.  The membership 

chairman uses this and other secret methods to divine additional information which may be available 

only on "the other side".  The final step is the full board meeting where the board convenes, ruminates  

and squabbles about amounts and categories for a while and eventually accepts most of the 

recommendations the membership chairman made in the first place.  Below are the new, board 

approved, membership rates for 2010.  Feel free to call me at 672-7947 or email 

sheiladewey@juno.com   

                     Janet Easton, Membership Assistant  

 
Join the Clayton Historical Society! 

Membership dues are a major source of revenue. They provide support for the operation of the museum, 

preservation and display of artifacts, and help defray the cost of our newsletter and other 

communications. Check the date on your mailing label for the month and year through which you are paid. 

ñLò-Life Member, "1857"-Life Plus, "B"-Business, "C"-Couple,  "Individual"-I,  ñSò-Sustaining 

Member, "Sr"-Senior, "Sr Couple"-SC, ñHLò-Honorary Life, ñCHò-Charter member and "V"-

Volunteer, "Stu"-Student, "V"-Volunteer 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

- - 

Society Yearly Dues Membership Categories in 2010: Student-$10 Senior-$10 

Ӟ Senior Couple-$15    Ӟ Individual-$20  Couple-$30    Sustaining-$50   Ӟ Business-$100  

Volunteer-25 hours/year in the previous calendar year for one year membership free 

"One-Time Payment" Membership Categories in 2010: 

Life-Individual-$500 1857 League-Individual-$1,857 

Please circle the membership category and print all of the following information: 

 

Name(s): 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________ 

 

Zip: __________________ Home Phone:_____________________ Cell Phone:_______________ 

 

Email address: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Make checks payable to the Clayton Historical Society 

Mail to:  Clayton Historical Society 

Attn:  Membership  P.O. Box 94 

Clayton, CA 94517 
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Officers and Directors Elected  

in 2009 for 2010 
  

   President        Treasurer 

Ted Meriam     JoAnn Caspar 

          

  1st VP             2nd VP 

John Rubiales      Dick Ellis 

 

Recording Secretaries 

Sheila Driscoll 

Barbara Fogerson 
 

Directors 

Barbara Allen         Peggy Arundell 

Jeff Crady      Janet Easton 

Sue Kelson      Charmetta  

Sally Turner      Renée Wing 

Mary Wacker*      
Curator    

Mary Spryer 
           

Gardens Tour   

 The dates for the 2010 tour  are 

May 7 and May 8, Friday and 

Saturday of Mother's Day week end.

 Treat your  mother or treat 

yourself and a friend to a visit of 

five  diverse Clayton area gardens .

 The Garden Party will be held 

each afternoon.  Help us make a 

success of our main  fund - rai ser of 

the year.   

  
 
 
 Clayton Chronicles 

P. O. Box 94 
Clayton, CA  94517 


