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Welcome New |

Elmer Canevascinif Soledad
Helen Lynn Baldwin Cotéf Reno, NV
Grant Morgarbf Walnut Creek
Jean Coopesf Concord
Marj Ditzel of Clayton
Shaanon Sevenf Clayton
John and Carol Gray Clayton
Sean Hillmarf Pittsburg

Gesche Marcks Molin, Germany

Life Members

Christine Coxof Buda, TX
Emily Getty of Concord

Rachel Matthewsf Georgetown, TX
Jeffrey Strongf Lompoc
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2007 Gardens Tour

Reserve the date
Saturday, April 28

and

Sunday April 29

(Note the changed Saturday and Sunday)
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30th Annual

Camellia Tea

Sunday, February 11
1:000 4:00

The Camellia Tea traditionally honors the
descendants of Claytonés
coffee, punch and cookies will be served. There is

no admission charge although donations are
welcome. Children accompanied by an adult are
welcome. Please come visit old friends and make

new friends at the 30th annual Camellia Tea!

Honor Roll

Clayton Valley W
Regency Woods Homeowners
Ray Strong

A big thark you for contributing between $25 an
$500 over and above regular membership dus




X Memaoyials Antioch Ledger

Marguerite Ellingson Saturday, February 13919

From Bernard and Lil Fichtenkort Wm. Meredith Dies from Exposure

Manuel Joaquin In Clayton Hills

From Gordon Easton
William Meredith, an aged resident of th

George Abbott Clayton district, was found last Saturday
From Bob and Eldora Hoyer* afternoon by Constable J. McDermott of
FromSally Turner* Pittsburg, and a posse of citizens & th
From Chuck and Elaine Evans Nortonville section, in an exhausted
From Ray and Helen Ollila condition in the hills above Clayton where
had been since the previous Friday afterng
George Gregg without food or shelter. He was mentally
From Sally Turner* unbalanced when he wandered away and
From JoAnn Caspar** every effort was made to locate the
From Harvey and Louise Wall unfortunateman by his relatives.

From Bob and Eldora Hoyer* )
Mr. Meredith was about 84 years old an

Ed Crump lived with his sister in the mountains back (
From Bob and Eldora Hoyer* Clayton. He had started home from Pittsby
with his horse and cart on Friday afternoon
Doris Jean Mann Allen and was observed passing through
From Lee and Marily Sowersby** Nortonvi | tleek tatevening. 5
From Willmetta Frank Mann Nothing further was seen of him until
From Charmetta Mann* discovered on the following Sunday
From Janet Easton* afternoon in a ravine, naked and paddling
X y a stream of water. Exposure had rendereg
the old man unconscious, and he was in a

*To the Historic Marker Fund

**To the Garden Fund pitiable plight. He was taken the county

hospital by the constable, where he passe(
away Tuesday evening, death being due tg
exposure.

Memorial donations are recorded in a book ofr
permanent display in the museum

1857 League

The Clayton Historical Society Board has created a nembeeship category, th#857 League
The cost of this membership is $1,857. (Clayton was platted in 1885y Leaguenembers will
have their names engraved on a permanent plague in the museum. In addition, the mem
receive a life membershipne of our beautiful Clayton cotton Afghans and a copy of our Arc
Publishing Company bodknages oAmerica Clayton

In 2007, these funds will defray some of the costs of the events planned for the sesquice]
year. In future years, th&#857 Leage membership will provide for special exhibits and projed
Your support is greatly appreciated and $1,800 of this donation is tax deductible. We are a 5
organization.




Honor Roll of Volunteers

Barbara Allen
Don Arundell

Peggy Arundell

Dave Atkinson

Kathleen Bailey
Sharon Barrington

Judy Bates
Keith Bates

Andrea Blachman

Aaron Blatter
Colby Borello

Dorothy Brandt
Alex Britton
Ann Brooks

Elise Canevascini

JoAnn Caspar
CBCA
Charmetta

Clayton Garden Club

Jim Conneally
Jeff Crady
Karen Daniels
Marj Ditzel
Sheila Driscoll

E Clampus Vitus

Janet Easton

2006

Mary Lou Ellis
Richard Ellis
Katie Emry

Charles Evans

Jason Fernandes
Sarah Fernandes
Lillian Fichtenkort
Sue Fletcher
Barbara Fogerson
Carmen Frank
Jame Gamble
Gardens Tour Docents

Deedee Garnett
Joe Granelli

Liz Gregerson

Susan Gwynn

Anne Hackett

Lorene Hanson
Julie Hicks

Eldora Hoyer

Robert Hoyer
Sue Kelson

Don Kendall

Frances Kendall
Donna Kullman
Kay Lane

Elizabeth Leon
Willmetta Mann
Edith Mazzei
Tery McCade
Barbaa Molloy
Adela Oldford
Erik Petersen
John Rubiales
Cheyenne Scharff
Marie Schell
Shannon Seven
Brad Shackleton
Karen Shackleton
Marilyn Sowersby
Patricia Spada
Kirsten Spryer
Mary Spryer
Richard Spryer
June Stewart
Sandy Tesch
Sally Turner
Mary Wacker

Louise Wall
Sandra Watson
Pamela Weisendangel
Renée Wing

Without the help and dedication of the people listed above we could not operg
museum or conduct the maagtivities of the society. Some spend time on a partid
project and some spend countless hours doing what they do best. Just look af
Spryerés ACuratords Desko column and

even include the regulapen hours of the museum or the officer duti@$lank you one
and all. Be a volunteeréand your nam

~ ~+
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In The Museum (

Cotton Afghans Tote Bags Cards
Postcards T-Shirts, Bumper
Stickers, History Books, License
Plate Frames Clayton Mugs A T h
B o o kimages of AmericaClayton

Look for Clayton Sesquicentennis
items in the gift shop in 2007!

e
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- Many thanks for your
I donations to our Muset

Fromd Michael Andree
US Cavalry spurs and the reproduction
handcuffs.

Fromd Mr. and Mrs. Larry Rogers
Dipping ink pens, inkwells and slates

gudEy Jshue
Quilt Exhibit

This exhibit is located in the upstairs bedroom
i of the Museum. Both old and ne w quilts are
i featured and are changed throughout the year.

-- Currently On Display --

A quilt owned by Renée Wing, wrought by
Re n ® e 6 sgramamethet, Lettie Wing
Stimers, who died in 1960 at age 99.

.1 QDRHCD

You may have noticed that there was a gaf
the Clayton Clpoyddietson in 2006. Your edito
was otherwise occupied and | am sorry for
missing issue.

The society was fortunate to be the benefici
of a generous donatioby the Clayton Valley
Wo manods Club. It S
support of our museum and its activities.

When we discovered that the Oddfellows H
was not available for an April potluck, th
executive board convened and decided to ha
June barbea at the Mt. Diablo Trail Ridg
Association on the side of Mt. Diablo. At the tin
these plans were made, it had been raining
days. As the June P4date approached, th
weather was over 100° for days. How fortun
we felt when it was only 94° ongaic day! Over
50 people attended, the food was delicious,
pool delightful. It was no surprise th&usan
Easton Ellison won the cribbage tournamer
Willmetta Frank Mann spent more time in thg
water than anyone! Many remarked on the g
time theyhad. The Trail Ride staff could not ha
been more accommodating.

We did meet at the Oddfellows Hall for o
November annual potluck meeting at which tir
the election of officers and directors was hg
Two long term board memberkKeith Bates and
Edith Mazzei, chose to resign from the boan
Each was gi v &pecid Reeogngiar
Award to honor their years of dedicated servi
Keith has been the m
maintenance chairman; he agreed to stay of
Amai ntenanmd 0 c dresuwuluts
constructed, repaired and replaced so many th
in the museum he has firsthand knowledge. E
volunteered to continue providing camellias 1
our annual tea and we are grateful for that.
welcome new board membeRenée Wingard
JoAnn Caspar. A complete slate of officers an
directors is on the back pageRay Strong and
Charles Calhan descendants of Joel Claytg
attended the potluck. Ray subsequently purcha
four life memberships for his family members.

Janet




Clayton
A Town Rich in History

Clayton Historical Society
Sesquicentennial Exhibit

January 7, 2007 I December 30, 2007

On Sunday, January™7 the Clayton Historical Society Museum will open a yearlong special
sesquicentennial exhibit entitlecClayton, A Town Rich in Histoy. The Grand Opening of the exhibit will
be from 1:00 p. m. until 4:00 p.m. and will feat:
Clayton Valley and the Native people who lived here.

Look for Claytonds s etshgeu iucpecnotnei nnngi ayle aerv.e n thMsa ndyu roi
scheduled events such as the Art & Wine Festival, Fourth of July Parade and Oktoberfest will have a
sesquicentennial twist to c GangretutatoonsaotMax Matcibolf t on 6 s
Claytonfor winning the Sesquicentennial Design contest. His design is featured on the cover of our
Sesquicentennial exhibit brochure and features Mt. Diablo.

A GLIMPSE OF THE EARLY LIFE OF The Contra Costa
EARL DUNCANE.
~ ~ N Gazette

I 1 I 1 I The Concord Thursday, July 1, 1948

Transcript Newlyweds Make New Home In
Antioch

T_I’Ijreaﬁsocr:ﬁ(:&rd August 26, 1943 Now residing temporarily at thd
I William  Sickenbeger home in
August 19, 1943 SERVICE NEWS Anéiol\(/:lh aée ;[I?_e nechijmarried M

: - and Mrs. Earl Leonard Duncan.
NOTES FROM THE IAEa‘[I SI)I)uncarr]l, Dlablobgrad n World War Il service records ar
BOYS (AND BI 0 s, Hi as € €N | {0 be found on both sides of the nq
SERVI CE® weeks. His parents, Mr. an | tmiiy  buncan served in the Nay

Mrs. Bernard Duncan, gav| | iy the South Pacific while his brids
A post card tells us tha him a farewell party al | the former Helene Heuer, daught

Earl Duncan andRonald Russelmann Park before I | of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Heuer d
Duncan of Clayton and left. One hundred friends an | Alameda, saw continental service
Jimmy  Loeffler of relatives the Marine Corps.

Cowell have been in Sa incidentally, received ai The pair were married in Carsg
Francisco the last twad armload of gifts aithe party, City on June 19. Mr. and Mrs
days signing up with the and in case |y Bernard Duncan of Concord,_ parer
navy. So some of yo| | he celebrated his f&birthday | | Of the groom, accompanied ti

bridal party.

Iﬁg?nwisnct;alzet;eolgglg??h?s' the _da.y a:‘jte[] he V\;ent ' A reception was held Jen20 at
seer|Ce, an@l e went In O | he Sickenberger home. Duncan ig
days. Friday the 13! graduate of Mt. Diablo High school.




# Curators Desk

The past months have been very busy (
abundance of special tour€olleen Elwyd s B r Tooam thecthird grade classes from
Mt. Diablo Elementary School three separate groups from iablo Respite Center
theOrinda Hiking Club, theContra Costa Genealogical Societgnd theClayton
Chi | dr e n éllyisit€dehe maeseum. This could rn@ve been done without the he
of Tery McCade, Katie Foster, Donna Kullman, Louise Wall andDick Ellis.

Being a coordinator for the Gardens tour was a reabpgeer. | learned first hand wh
an incredible amount of hard work is done by asdens Taur committee headed by
JoAnn CasparandPeggy Arundell

We were open extended hours for Areand Wine FestivaFourth of July and
Oktoberfestall made possible by docents and greeRexggy Arundell, Charmetta, Brad
Shackleton Janet Easton Sue Kekon, Don Kendall, RenéeWing, Frances Kendall
Alex Britton, Sally Turner, Karen Daniels, Kirsten Spryer, Sue Kelson Elizabeth
Leon, Sandy TeschandBarbara Fogerson

From June through September the museum was open frorih 8:00 on Wednesday
eveningdorourC|l ayt on 6 s dSplag.©srivisitorsGaxene e people who
congregate on Main Street in the summer to look at the old cars on display and listen
DJ music sponsored by Skipolinids Pi z:z

Two housekeeping events occurred. One wasckaleanup prior to Fourth of July by
Renée Wing me and our daughte@heyenne ScharffandKirsten Spryer. The other
was a top to bottom museum cleaning party organizdddmyKendall and accomplished
with the help olLouise Wall, Dick Ellis, Mary Wacker, Frances KendallandSally
Turner.

In August we held our secof8ummer Fuiprogram for eight to 12 yeands. Louise
Wall did a fine job of preparatioiElise CanevasciniErik Petersen, Adela Oldford,
Renée WingandBrad Shackletonassisted during thaay.

TheBuxworthdisplay was put up in Octobby Renée WingandMarj Ditzel and I.
Also in October;Trefor andElaine Jonesvisited the Ellises and the Blachmans. The
Jonses presented Andrea and Dick with honorary life membershipsAsgbeiation d
Buxworth and Chinley (ABCers) Joel Cl aytonds birthpl g

Once againBarbara Allen did a beautiful job of decorating the museum for Christm
with the help ofSally Turner, Elise CanevascineandColby Borello. Barbara also
decorated a Chtias tree that the museum donateBi@mmond Terracé s annu a
of Trees. The chorus froMt. Diablo Elementary Schoolsang on the museum porch fo
Claytonds Annual C Thankssgb t@allg Tuiher anelBatbarag h t i
Allen for opening he museum for Santa Claus.

Our sesquicentennial exhib@ayton, A Town Rich in Historyis being assembled as
write. | hope to see you at the grand opening of the exhibit on Sunday, January 7.

Mary
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| just love ouminckd ocent s. That s the name we have
Not for Acredito by the way, j ust b-doceatsBsad
Shackleton who had the fiol car e x hWebopenat inithd evening g
Wednesdays when the car show on Main Street
had! We sat on the front steps, talking an
wer enodt Isdymweuldieven vam o come into the museum. We found out that lots of ¢
wanted to come into the museum! Week after week, more people came in-&@mé than from 2
p.m. earlier in the day. We will be having car shows each summer as lorghasevdocents willing tg
Aiman the stepso. Cihgmettai ggleédm ¢ dhhmniksc gad ttloat

$ K @X S NodaR ¢

657 Nomad in front, we lured even more Vi sSi
for the firsttime visita s . | magine going to a museum wh
greatgr andparents! o Il 6m sure they were al/l \
knowledge of Clayton.

Back to the minid 0 6 s : Ellsea @akevascinidor her suggestion as to where to put {
Clayton Classic Cargxhibit next summer. Our dilemma was that the museum dining room woy
occupied with our sesquicentenni al exhibit
answer ? Aftar bhe jailj fal info disuse by the city, the Gomez family used it as a gara
house a caré.so the jail has a connection t

Mary

New In Z0G&ton Walking To

Many of you know t-gat dedohwt
available for many years. In 2007 we will have monthly walk
tours conducted by Society volunteers on tffe Saturday of eact
month beginning in March and continuing through September. |
in front of the museum at 10:00 a.m. and enjoy an informative \
around the town where youol |l
building has called home, where the stagecoach stopped and \
the jail stood. We will finish up by 11:30 a.m. at which time you «
visit the museum and/or enjoy refreshments in one of our downi
establishmensMudvi | | e Gril |, C u por ti@c
Clayton Club. This is a fun event for the entire family. Learn a |
about the town you live in during its Sesquicentennial Year!

Thanks toDick Ellis and Don Kendall for making the walking
tour happen.




Docent/Greeter News from Mary S

| dblike to welcome our newest docentdarj Ditzel and Karen Daniels. Alex Britton is our
newes t-ddiard mti 0, a sixth grader, who helped
School Studentsloe GranelliandKatie Emry helped as docents over themmer; we hope to hay
their help again when school is out in Jur&shley Postenis a freshman at Clayton Valley Hig
Schoolandwasamwiocent during the summer two yea
first of the year.

We have a greatrgup of people working at the museum. If you like people and have two
hours per month, please consider being a Greeter or Docent. We would love to extend our h
are getting closer to expanding our current open hours and/or days. We Wampen more and i
2007 we have a few extra events scheduled: The grand opening of the Sesquicentennial B
the museundanuary ¥, a once a month {4Saturday) walking tour from March through Septemi
t he Summer Cl ayt on 6 dng ura-s6 pmcuntilCé& pm frEnin dume theoug
September, extra open hours for the Art & Wine FestiVApf4AJuly and Oktoberfest. We have t
third grade field trips from Mt. Diablo Elementary and Highlands Elementary where extra pa
hands come ihandy. Leave a message at the museum if you think you can help us out.

~Special Thanks Tlerances Kendall and Louise Walt

The best thing happened t oFranees Kemdall2aidGhe évould
consider taking the newly designatedb si t i on of @A Lead ifDsonceene tvauld
share the position with her. It was a happy day whanse Wall said she would share the positi
with Frances! As curator of the museum one of my most time consuming jobs is to schedul
act as substitute and recruit new docents. That task has overwhelmed me for quite some tim
believe that docents do some of the most important work at the museum. Without them, oy
would be closed to the pouppdn chourMyo ptearkseo nj
anything else. My biggest lapse has been in new docent training which has bothered me a grs

Frances and Louise have already scheduled their first docent meeting and are g
information for a new docéen manual . Il am thrilled that
looking forward to seeing their improvements.

Louise and Frances illustrate beautifully my view on modern day volunteerism: Break down
into manageable areas and share respdénsilli i e s . |l 6m so pl eased
this large and important job and | look forward to working with them to make our docent progr:
and training better.

Docent Training Dates

January 10" from 10:00 until 11:30
OR

January 18" from 3:30 until 4:45

ElIf youdre currently a docent, |l et Loui se

E If you would like to be a docent, contact the museum-B7Z24 0 ) , |l eave a
back to you.

Contact Frances Kendall at 683200r email flkendalls@aol.com and Louise Wall at ¥/ 8.




The Gomez Family of Clayton

Antone ATonyo Gomez was born to Frank and Jenni
1886. About a mile away and elewgars later, Mary Joaquin was born to Antone and Mary Joaquin. Tony
Gomez was a student at Liberty School when Mary came into the world.

Mary moved with her parents to Irish Canyon, near Clayton in about 1904. Mary attended Clayton
Grammar School (now MDiablo Elementary) on top of the hill. She walked the two miles to school down
Nortonville Road and back each day with her sisters. Mary recalled the time while walking home from
school when a man whose face was covered with a handkerchief accestedMhry said they knew who it
was but it is not known if the man was ever brought to justice.

Tony Gomez left school in 1901 at the age of 15 to go to work. He helped his father on the ranch doing
chores such as tending to cattle and mending fencesinArthis time Tony learned to tan leather. He
would cut the leather into thin strips and intricately braid the strips to create hackamores, reins and quirts. |
was a skill for which he was known his entire life and eventually taught to one of his sons.

By 1906, Tony was working at the DeMartini Winery off Marsh Creek Road in Clayton. Tony told his
children that he remembered what year he worked for the winery because early one morning in April of 190
he was awakened by what he thought was someon@ghakn. It turned out to be the great San Francisco
earthquake. Tony continued to work in the area as well as Pittsburg, Concord and the Vasco Grant near
Tracy as a fAifeedero on the hay press. 19The f our
ranch had 100 horses and mules to work on the vineyards and orchards of Mt. Diablo Ranch and for hire to
work on other ranches in the area.

Antone ATonyo Joaqui n, Marybds father, bought a
MainandMa sh Cr eek Road. Maryos father remained in
he was in the process of making. Antone Joaquin was renowned for his cheese.

Entertainment of the day largely consisted of dances that were held in ClaytganM@rritory and
Marsh Creek. Whole families would attend by horseback, in buggies and on foot and stay late into the nigh:
It is thought that Tony Gomez became acquainted with Mary Joaquin at one of these events.

1916 was a banner year for Tony Gomdnny had been the proprietor of the Eagle Saloon on Main

Street and sold it to Bildl Bl oching. He marri ec
sister, Anne Joaquin, and John Brazil at Queen of All Saints Catholic Church in Concaadegéption at
Rhine Hall in Clayton. He purchased a home on t

Marybs first son was born.

With seven children by 1928, the Gomezes outgrew the little house on Oak Street. They purchased a
bigger hoge across the street behind Endeavor Hall. They retained their former residence as a rental houst
The Gomez children attended Clayton Grammar School on top of the hill.

According to Enroy Gomez, Tonyds andezkhbmsey ds s ol
between July and September of 1957. It began as Mary was hanging clothes to dry on a line and felt
something hitting her back and shoulders. She suspected her grandsons were throwing rocks but they
claimed innocence. By September of 1957 mbgt@windows on the south and east sides of the house
were broken by rocks, and in one case, a brick did the damage. Other normally inanimate objects flew
around inside the house such as cooking utensils, vegetables, a toy bulldog, an ironing baadlpepfter
shakers and a fountain pen. Loud bangings were heard at night on the outside walls of the house.

Enroy says that these events drew national media attention. The Gomez house was invaded by curiosity
seekers, psychics and religious people. éudkiversity sent a parapsychology laboratory field worker to
conduct interviews. Enroy claims that one thing is for certain. Every member of the Gomez family and
several non family members witnessed incidents for which no human could have been responsib

Tony and Mary Gomez were parents to eight children who lived to adulthood and none of whom were
named Tony or Mary. Tony died in 1973 at age 87. Eleven years later, Mary died at the age of 87 in
Clayton.



When you are able to patronize our advertisers, please let them know v@epreciate their support.

ED MORESI
Proprietor

6200 Center Street
Clayton, California 94517
925-673-0333
moresi@aol.com

Call for Complimentary Tour & Lunch

6401 Center Street
Clayton, CA94517

Ph (925) 5245100
Fax (925) 5244900

B N
ClaytonShivts

LLom

Clayton, CA-themed Men's & Womens Apparel
~ T-Shirts, Golf Shirts, Tanks, Sweatshirts, Hoodies,
Coffe Mugs, Bumper Stickers Totes ~

ol
CLAYTON
VALLEY

MECHANICAL

Residential ®* Commercial
Air Conditioning & Heating
Commercial Refrigeration
Programed Maintenance

WALTER H. MOORE 11

License No. 507324

P.O. Box 567 » Clayton, CA 94517

Multiple Designs ~ Secure Online Purchasing 672-0930
30 Dav Monev-Back Satisfaction Guarantee
Ristorante H)\\\ui'-‘qm/v MARK LAMB
Itali ano it “ ‘ PRODUCER

La Veranda Café

6201 Center Street
Clayton, CA 94517
(925) 524011

Mlamb@LambProductions.com

925 -287 -4430

520 Lennon Lane
Walnut Creek, CA 94598

www.LambProductions.com info@LambProductions.com

P.O. Box 306
Clayton

Mainat Diablo St.
California 94517

Phn:(925) 672-1111
Fax: (925) 673-1364

Clayton Perry

General Manager

Richard Alves, D.D.S.

1494-A Washington Blvd.
. Concord, CA 94521
672-7300

y v
i

www.AlvesSedation.com

AV PRESS PRINTING

Lowest Price Guaranteed! “Let’s Make A Deal!”
We Will Beat Any Printing with a Written Quote
We Will Match or Beat it by 10%

RICHARD A. Littorno

LITTORNO & MORRISON
ATTORNEYs AT LAW

Free Pick-Up & Delivery
By Appointment Only

A ET A B URED H 3,

Kevin Wan, Owner
(925) 685-7044

(925) 351-4807 Celi
1491 San Carlos Ave.

Pittsburg Office:
2211 Railroad Ave.
Pittsburg, CA 94565

Fax: (925) 432-3516

Phone: (925) 432-4211

Clayton Office:
6160 Center St., Suite D
Clayton, CA 94517

Phone: (925) 672-6463
Fax: (925) 672-6468

Concord, CA 94518
On the corner Clayton Rd.
Near Concord Bart Station.

We can write in Chinese,
Tagalog and Visaya.

E-mail: AVPRESSPRINTING@AOL.COM

EstatePlanning.com/Littorno
rlittorno@msn.com




