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  Charmettaôs historical garden.  People were delighted with the 

chance to view the many historical artifacts she had on display. 

 

  In the early 2000's we had over 800 attend the tour. 

However, since then the attendance has continued to decrease 

each year which you can imagine has caused us some budget 

problems.  Happily this year we had a few over 300 tickets sold 

which is a trend upward.  That with being very careful with 

expenses has netted us over $8,500.   

 

  The Society wishes to thank the many committee members 

that gave endless hours of their time and money.  Many also 

contributed raffle items and others gifts.  The Society is very 

grateful for the many, many docents that also give their time 

during the tour.  Thank you all for your help.  Without you we 

could not have a tour.  Businesses and individuals who 

contributed raffle items netted us around $600 in ticket sales. 

 

  The 'Clayton' book was on sale during the tour at 

Charmetta's garden.  Dick Ellis sold several and also talked to 

many people who had purchased the book earlier.  He provided 

many visitors with a three page walking tour guide that is 

referenced  in the book.  He also invited all those who stopped 

to look at the book to attend the slide show that was held May 

20th at Diamond Terrace. 

 

JoAnn Caspar  
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HONOR ROLL 
A big thank you for contributing 

between $25 and $500 over and 

above regular membership dues 

 and for other generous donations.  
 

Gary and Kim Napper 
 

Clayton Valley Womanôs Club 
 

The Mt. Diablo Elementary Third 

Graders; whose teachers wrote a 

check to the Society for $150 

($1 per third-grader). 

Thanks MDES Third -Grade 

Teachers for your generosity. 

 

 
 

 

Old Timers 
 

Brown bag it at the Old Timers 

Lunch, (coffee and tea are provided).  

We meet the first Monday of each 

month in the museum and talk about 

ñOld Timesò in Clayton. 
 

Bring a friend. 

Doors open at 11:30 am 

 

 

      

    2010 Gardens Tour  
    

    The 2010 Gardens Tour was a great success. 

    It is amazing to think we have been doing the tour 

 for 18 years.  In case you were unable to attend, we 

    had six wonderful gardens on the tour.  The sixth was   
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President's Message 
 

 
  

Dear Members and Friends, 

 

We are pleased to release this special ñSummer Editionò of 

the Clayton Chronicles as we welcome a new season into the 

Clayton Valley.  As the days get longer and the weather hot, 

one can almost envision children playing baseball behind the 

Clayton Hotel in the 1920s or the splashing of water in the 

picnic-area swimming pool of the Marsh Creek Springs 

Park. 

 

Fast forward one hundred years and Clayton remains a 

vibrant community during the spring and summer months.  

The Clayton Historical Society successfully completed its 18th Annual Clayton Gardens Tour in May, 

fundraising upwards of $9,000 in profit for the Society and Museum.  The doors of the Museum were also 

open during the Art & Wine Festival, where event goers from around the region received a taste of history in 

between sipping glasses of wine.  And lastly, the community had the pleasure of reliving the past via a photo 

history delivered by photographer and Society Vice President Dick Ellis at Diamond Terrace in May.  While 

viewing a series of 50+ photos of ñClayton Then and Nowò, I was quickly reminded how fortunate we are to 

live in this community.  Our history is deep rooted and cherished, with time-honored characteristics that still 

exist from the days of our founding fathers. 

 

The month of June starts the Museumôs participation in Claytonôs Classic Car Show, featuring a special 

exhibit and extended hours at the Museum on Wednesday from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  This weekly event is a 

fun evening to arrive downtown, dine at a local restaurant, and visit the Museum and view the classic cars 

along Main Street.  John Wayne and I hope to see you one evening. 

 

In closing, as we celebrate our countryôs Day of Independence, be on the lookout for members of the Clayton 

Historical Society riding on our annual 4
th
 of July parade float.  Summer has arrived! 

 

 

My best, 

 
 

Ted Meriam, President 

(925) 690-8600 

www.tedmeriam.com 

       
 
        

Sunday, July Fourth 

Downtown Parade 10:00 am 

Museum Open After The Parade 
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More About The Gardens Tour 2010 
  If you didnôt make it to this yearôs Gardens Tour, you really missed out on something wonderful.  

There were five fabulous gardens with a sixth bonus garden, The Original Frank Family Farm . 

Visitors couldnôt get enough of the beautiful gardens and weather on Motherôs Day weekend. 
 

  The dedicated members of the Gardens Tour Committee give so much of their time to make the 

Societyôs main fundraiser a success.  Thanks toðJoAnn Caspar, Dorothy Bradt, Judy Bates, Linda 

Cruz, Don and Peggy Arundell, Nicole and Jonathon Hackett, Dee Totman, Sheila Driscoll, Cindy 

Haydon, Bob and Tina Frost, Kristy Skidmore , Sandy Leonard, Shannon Seven, Sally Turner, Mary 

Wacker, Linda Pinder, Mary Spryer, Lil Fichtenkort, Louise Wall and Ted Meriam .  Of course, thanks 

are also due to the many docents who worked morning and/or afternoon shifts that Friday and Saturday. 
  

  We wouldnôt have a Gardens Tour at all if the following, generous homeowners didnôt agree to let 

hundreds of people walk through their yards; Sher and Pete Laurence, Kelly Marshall  and Mike Weidner, 

Meridy  and Jon Challoner, Julie and Steve Pierce, Kim and Brian Wurtz  and Charmetta Mann and 

Janet Easton. 

   
Winning painting of the Museum  by Artist, Karen Leffler 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  If youôve ever gone on the ñTourò, you know that you get a ticket 

booklet with the garden descriptions inside.  This year, there was 

something new.  Linda Pinder wondered if any local artists would be 

interested in painting our museum and for their art to be used on the 

cover of the booklet.  After Linda spoke with Candy Bass, facilitator 

of the Clayton Valley Art Collaborative , the cover art committee was 

born.  Linda , Candy and Mary Spryer  worked on the logistics of 

having a competition for the cover art.  They didnôt know if there would 

be anyone interested in submitting their work; and when four beautiful 

paintings arrived by the deadline, everyone was thrilled.  The 

submissions from Julie Van Wyk, Carol Husslein, Beverly Martin  

and Karen Leffler  were all lovely.  When the committee first voted, 

there was a four-way tie; and in the end Karen Lefflerôs was chosen for 

the cover.  Three of the paintings, including the winnerôs, were 

displayed at one of the gardens during the tour.  Many thanks to Candy 

Bassô artistsô group, Clayton Valley Art Collaborative , for their 

willingness to participate in the cover art contest this year. 

Memorial Funds 
A gift of any amount to our Memorial Fund is a lasting way to honor someone special. 

Their names will be placed in the "Book of Memoryò that is permanently displayed at the museum. 

Send your memorial donation to CHSðAttention Memorials, PO Box 94, Clayton, CA 94517 

I would like to make this contribution of $_______  In Honor of      In Memory of   (check one) 

Name of person(s) to be honored or memorialized: 

x______________________________________________________________y 

 

Please Send Acknowledgement to:_______________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _____________________________         City, State, Zip: ____________________________ 

 

Donor(s)  _____________________________         Address:  _________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________________________________         
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Clayton Chronicles, .DLADQ 1QNEHKDRt  
Featuring the life and memories of Society member Jenny Waddell Baldwin 
                       

ñJenny Baldwinò was born Genevie Laura Waddell in 1919.  When asked 

recently if she had any regrets or lifetime aspirations that she'd not met, she 

replied, ñFor as long as I've lived in the Clayton Valley I've never been to the 

Clayton Club.ò  That void was immediately met when she was escorted by her 

long time family friend Janet Easton and a member of her family's former 

neighbors on Clayton Road (at what's now Claycord Avenue), John 

Rubiales.  Jenny actually knew some patrons of the Club and met a couple of 

new biker friends who asked her to bring her helmet next time so she could 

take a spin down Main Street.  Her proudest achievement?  Aside from her 

two children, Helen and Ronnie, and their offspring, of course, was her ñhole 

in oneò on the golf course in Pioneer, CA in 1981. 
 

Janet Easton  

Winners of CHS Museum 
Fundraiser 

Congratulations to: 
Pete Peterson 
John Rubiales 

Glenna 
and Sally Turner 

 

    
    

    
 

Sher Laurence generously donated four sets of her 
beautiful prints to be used as a Society 

fundraiser.  Each of the lucky winners received a 
set of four Sher Elegance signed prints on canvas 
which were Sher Elegance versions of some of the 

Fabergé Imperial Eggs. 
 

In the Museum Gift Shop 
 

Cotton Afghans  

 
T - Shirts  

 
Clayton License Plate  

Frames  

 
Clayton Mugs  

 
Images of America  

Clayton  

Book  

 

Mt. Diablo Maps  

 

City of Clayton  

Trail Maps  

 

Local History Books  
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x Memorialsy
 

For Mary Lou Ellis 
From 

Barbara Fogerson 

Kay Lane 

Robert & Eldora Hoyer 

Roxie & Jerry Enneking and 

family:  Tracy, Becky & Bobbi 

xy

For Joyce Murdock 
From Robert & Eldora Hoyer 

xy
 

For Don Lindh 
From Victor & Tracy Trojovsky 

xy

For Henry Rehr 
From 

Sally Turner 

Mary Wacker 

Lil & Bernard Fichtenkort 

JoAnn Caspar 

Linda Pinder 

Charles & Elaine Evans 

Sue Kelson 

xy

For Carmen Frank 
From 

Sally Turner 

Mary Wacker 

Lil & Bernard Fichtenkort 

Earl & Helene Duncan 

Marie Larson 

Charmetta Mann 

Janet Easton 

JoAnn Caspar 

Linda Pinder 

Thomas & Sharon Duncan 

The Mangini Family 

Marilyn & Lee Sowersby 

Charles & Elaine Evans 

Sue Kelson 

xy

 

 

Calendar 
      

June 16  Special Exhibit Opens at the Museum 
    5

th
 Annual Claytonôs Classic Cars 

    óClassics of the Road  
      And of the Heart ó 
  

July 4  July 4
th
 Parade  

    Museum will be open after the downtown parade 
 

July 5  Old Timers 

    11:30 am, Museum 
 

July 16  Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian 

    Movie showing in the Clayton Community    

    Churchôs parking lot 

    Museum open from 7:00 pm until 8:45 pm 
 

July 8  CHS Executive Board Meeting 

    3:30 pm, Oak Street 
 

July 24  Simple Summer used book Sale-Sale of Unsorted  

    Books, 10:00 am-5:00 pm, Clayton Library 
 

August 2 Old Timers 

    11:30 am, Museum 
 

August 12 CHS Board Meeting 

    3:30 pm, Museum 
 

Sept. 4  Labor Day Derby & Car Show 

    Special Open Hours at Museum 
 

Sept. 6  Old Timers 

    11:30 am, Museum 
 

Sept. 15  Newsletter Items Due 

    Email to:  museum@claytonhistory.org 
 

Sept. 19  New Special Exhibit Opens at the Museum 

    ñA Stitch In Timeó 
 

Sept. 25  Clayton Garden Club Fall Plant Sale 

    Endeavor Hall www. claytonvalleygardenclub.org 
 

Oct. 2-3  Oktoberfest 

    Museum will be open 1:00 pm ï 4:00 pm Sat. & Sun. 
 

Oct. 4  Old Timers 

    11:30 am, Museum 
 

Oct. 7  CHS Executive Board Meeting 

    3:30 pm, Oak Street 
 

Oct. 14  CHS Board Meeting 

    3:30 pm, Museum 
 

Oct. 15-17 Used Book Sale at the  Clayton Community    

    Library, check times at www.claytonlibrary.org 
 

Nov. 11  CHS Fall Pot Luck Dinner 

    Endeavor Hall 
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Museum Exhibits 
Museum Hours§Sunday and Wednesday 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm and by appointment 

 
 

Current Special Exhibit 
 

5 th  Annual Claytonõs Classic Cars 

Classics of the Road  
A nd  of the Heart

 
 

June 16
th

 Through 

September 15
th

  

Special Summer Evening Hours 

Wednesdays 

6:00 pm until 8:00 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Future Special Exhibit 

     

September 19
th
 Through 

December of 2010 
 

Sewing Notions from the 

Sewing Basket of 

Kathleen Calhan 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ðStitch In Time 

 
Picture of the Comet in 1910 

�+�D�O�O�H�\�·�V���&�R�P�H�W 
Halley's Comet or Comet Halley, periodic 

comet named for Edmond Halley, who observed it 

in 1682 and identified it as the one observed in 

1531 and 1607.  Edmond Halley did not live to see 

its return in 1758, close to the time he predicted. It 

reappeared in 1835 when it was carefully recorded 

by visual observers, and in 1910, a particularly 

bright appearance, when its long tail and 

outbursts of dust jets were observed 

photographically for the first time.  For its most 

recent return in 1985 and 1986, astronomers 

observed it from the ground and from space.  The 

next time the comet is expected to appear is 2061. 

100 Years Ago!  

 

Summer Movie Nights 
Grab a beach chair and blanket and invite your 

friends and neighbors for an evening of fun and 

family entertainment at the outdoor Moonlight 

Movies in downtown Clayton.  On Friday, July 

16
th

, the movie, Night at the Museum, Battle of 

the Smithsonian, will be shown on the big 

screen.  The movie begins at dusk (around 8:45 

pm) in the Clayton Community Churchôs parking 

lot on Main Street.  The special activities that 

night start at 7:30 pm and involve the Historical 

Society and Museum.  Call the museum and 

leave a message if you can help as a greeter that 

evening.  We guarantee youôll ñget off workò in 

time to take in the show! 

 
ðClayton Community Churchð 

Thanks for inviting us to participate 

in such a fun event. 


