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CONSTITUTION

CLAYTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

A NON PROFIT CORPORATION

ARTICLE I

Name
The name of this Society shall be Clayton Historical Society.

ARTICLE II

Objects and Purposes

The purpose of this Society shall be to bring together those people interested in history, and especially in the history of the Clayton area.  Understanding the history of our community is basic to our democratic way of life, gives us a better understanding of our State and Nation, and promotes a better appreciation of our American heritage.

The Society's major function will be to research, collect, display, preserve, record, share, restore, borrow, lend, and interpret local history information and significant memorabilia in order to promote understanding and appreciation of Clayton's origins and development and historic relationship to county, state, nation and world.

The Society may disseminate historical information to arouse interest in the past by publishing historical material in the newspapers or otherwise;  by holding meetings with pageants, addresses, lectures, papers and discussion;  by marking historic building, sites and trails;  and by using the media, such as radio, television and computers to awaken public interest.

The Society will cooperate with other organizations, such as Local and State Historical Societies, and the State Department of Archives and History, to collect and preserve materials of state-wide significance so that these materials can be made available to students and scholars.

Notwithstanding any of the above statements of purposes and powers, this corporation shall not engage in any activities or exercise any powers that are not in furtherance of the primary purpose of the corporation.

The corporation shall not participate or intervene in any political campaign (including the publishing or distributing of statements) on behalf of any candidate for public office.  No part of the activities of the corporation shall consist of carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, except for legislation relating to historical preservation.

ARTICLE III

Membership
The Society may establish non-transferable membership categories.  Anyone interested is eligible for membership.

ARTICLE IV

Annual Meeting
An Annual Meeting of the Society shall be held.  The Society shall notify the membership in writing at least one (1) month prior to the Annual Meeting.  This notification shall specify the place, date and time of said meeting, and shall present the slate of officer candidates.  Absentee ballots will be provided on request.

ARTICLE V

Officers and Board of Directors
The officers of the Society shall be a President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer, who shall be elected for a term of one (1) year.  Directors shall be elected for a term of two (2) years.

The officers and directors shall constitute the Board of Directors, with the President serving as Chairman of the Board.  The officers of the Society shall be the Executive Board.

Past Presidents who are not holding other elected offices of the Society may serve as voting ex-officio members of the board.  Past Presidents serving as ex-officio members shall not be counted when determining the existence of a quorum.

ARTICLE VI

Election of Officers and Board of Directors
All officers and directors shall be elected by a majority of votes cast by secret ballot or voice vote at the Annual Meeting.  Absentee ballots must be returned to the Society prior to balloting at the Annual Meeting.

Not less than four (4) months prior to the Annual Meeting, the President of the Society shall appoint a nominating committee.

Nominations, with prior approval of the nominee, may be submitted in writing to the nominating committee by five (5) members of the Society prior to the board meeting preceding an Annual Meeting.

Officers and Directors shall be installed at the Annual Meeting at which they are elected, and shall serve until their successors have been duly elected and installed.  In the event of resignation or incapacity of any officer or director, the vacancy may be filled by a majority vote of the Board of Directors for the unexpired term.

ARTICLE VII

Amendments
This Constitution may be amended at any regular or scheduled membership meeting by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present, provided notice was given.  All proposed amendments shall be submitted in writing to the Board of Directors.
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